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assessing security research: tools and
methodologies to measure societal impact

WHY ASSERT?

OBJECTIVES

 Security research has been driven by technological concepts. Not
falling prey to attack is seen as the positive societal impact.

ASSERT will design sustainable tools and strategies which can be
utilised to assess and mainstream the societal impact of EU
security research, including:

 Security should be conceived of in a more comprehensive way,
including strengthening of social bonds, social resilience and
preventive measures using social policy tools. As opposed to a
concept of security based on technological solutions, the intended
societal impact itself produces the security gain.

▪ Analyse good practices of existing approaches to societal
impact assessment and validate their usability in
cooperation with experts.

STAKEHOLDERS & RESEARCH PHASES: LOCI OF INTERVENTION

 Currently, researchers operating in a technology-centered
framework often do not understand why they should take into
account “societal dimensions” when designing their research
plans, suspecting hindrances rather than opportunities opened up
by social impact assessments – strengthening the link between
developers and users.
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CHALLENGES AHEAD

take too much time, and does not cost too much.

